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Interior Bui Van Tliinh* There is possibility deatlas occurred in surrounding area# 

[! Maching gun and small arms fire interspersed with mortar fire. Tliinh says figh ting 
Iso broke out at "I" bridge, Binh Xyyen headquarters* Although origin mortar 

| undetermined Army Attache living near palace believes fire pattern si milar to night 

« 

Iiarch 29 when Binh Xuyen shelled palace. ± Eighty-ono mn mortar shell fragments 
| landed in his yard* 

2* Tliinh, on instructions Diem, informed me at ll|00 Diem has sent Message 
Ely saying this is intolerable provocation and he intends respond with all farces 
at his command should it continue* 

3* I have not yet seen Ely nor do I know what French reaction will be. If 
requested by French intervene jbintly or separately to urge fir that* restraint upon 
Diem I shall decline do so on grounds only btf immediate and vigorous reaction by 
oil available means can Government hope avoid total and disastrous collapse of 
authority and demoralization of country* 

L* I do hot know what Diem will actually do but I shall certainly avoid 


counseling him to action* u. 
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5*/ liiLo/fdring continues with several heavy colimns of smoke arising fTctn^ 

UJ 

a roa of s city southwest Etabassy near Arroyo Chinois, 


IliAKiddenev 



WBBWB B 



fell!** 

!U~ 


